When the schoo! distrel in Moont Vemon,
Mew Yook, faced & dire budgat orisis. officisls
decided o ellminats sl kgh school =sports
teama for the 20082008 schood yean

Parents were outraged.  Students  wera
devastated In this working-class Wesichester
Crounty commilinty, sports are 4 cruslsl way o
k=ep kids in schiool

To the resoee the Mount Vermon Educa-
thonel Foundaton. Liks: smilar crpmneations
around the: cowntry, I was fovmed by parents
specifically to raize money for enmichment pro-
grams. The coaches #nd school distot asked
the group, started in 3002, o spearhead & fund-
rAisng campaign o feskare the highty mnked
athletioes lneup

The maponse wits siilt—and swesoms, A
rival higl school contribisted 3800 from tckost
and Tafile sales. Former Mounb Vemon ries-
derits Densel Weshingion and Ben Gordon of

Bl a0 femiycickioom

the Chicagn Bulls made highly pubbcized done-
foas. A cotiple from a neighbonng commiumity
asked thot wedding guests ghve mongy o the
fourndation rather than buy registry gifts,
nettmg more than 515,000

I the end, miaely 1 millen was raised and
the kidz were back in action The following vear,
the fehool distiet lost some middle-school
tearms: but mansged to find money in it bodge
o prtserve sports it the high school evel

“The goal was to keop thie athiedes nsohool,
hiedp them graduate and attend college.” savs
Fonmie Cooc president of the Tounditon,

There was no question of going back, hat in
hand. bo-ask for more private donations

That's besause whidte [ can be relamedy
easy o Whip up suppart for a one-lime
carmpaign, ity much farder to seore big done-
tinfs on & ongoing basms

"l musde W wery clear toothe school board
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BUY THE WAY

& aley-vine, theve are worthwhile slternatives to same-olds ke candy
candbes and Frozen cookie dough. A Few to cheek out

FAIR TRADE FUMDRAISING Funky finds inchude wallets made from recycka
balfbnards, bandba-keaf groiting cards and rocaimed- paper brscelets created by
Susterratan, Rwandan and Ligandan cammunities. Schools can andes s ata
diszeime, will st a markup and bank iha diffsrence. farradefuncradsng oy

GREEMRAISIMG Startad by a momiwho wi tired of schook preaching
anvirenmerdalsm, thon saling wapping paper made farm paniecicled papet.
Eei-iimsciots recrsabies Sk totes and wotsr bomles, alengwith Fair-trage nems
ruch an eolfes s wnlrg, are sold beve. groeiminng com

MALMES FRUIT GIFTS (CHer: fuit baskets bo pre-sall, with schooly recsiving
26t prercent of the profite. Tha company then denates. pound foe pesind, e
arraunt of st yout argantation sells to e lecsl food bank. naumesfrotgiftscem

ind the sppenniendent thae thif was A
one-tme emergenay  that should: ol
hive tobe repeated® says Tox “Ivs the
miuponsibitity of the school boasd and
supenniendent to manage o TEsourcis
b et the commemty’s needs The
fandetion will parfrae with the school
desrict, bl not replace it

The Mourh Vemon gtory oormphilies
thir bkt and worst of school fundrsising
i these tough thenes People i be
meredibly generous. But you chin L repeat-
pedly Ak mvoTymne to open their wallets

HISTORY EESSON

Bako sules car weshed, mffles auc-
fens—fRmdrising 5 podking new Bot
the eality of maultiphe years of sashed
budgets means scheoks dren't fust rying
bo coder extras e ars, athlesics and
fietd wpe but core necéssites  In some

B AR FUL lsrsbriinsore

rasen; pareits have banded topether o
e money o fiterally keep schools
open and pry ieachers’ salaries

fuch activities migs nob only maney
bt seripns msdes When 8 wenlihy sub-
wrbiast areais affected by badget cots, the
parents have the wherewithal to slep for-
ward to do pretty rosch whatever it takess
to retain o teacher, program or athlete
tenim, says Den Domenech, Phliexsece-
twve director of the Armencen Assooiibon
ol Sehool Administrator. i poor com:-
rresties T Mot e “That leck of resouroes
= o matfo Suctos i fermes of widsening the
achievameni mip, =ays Domenech

Herwever, taismg mensy fr photo
pruipment i a far ery from sedling
cookies to pay teachers’ salares. In 2008
the West Lalwette Schools Education
Foundation m Indigna miged S11T 000 w0
bring back fve teachers who had been

[afd off dug to budget cuts Chuck
Saylors, immediate past president of the
Matboreal FTA, who is also a school boand
trustee’ i Orestivilis, Soipth Caraling,
wirt rees-about refving on fundraizers o
esgentially subsidize pduational needs

“That's vary danperons,” sccomding
10 Saylors. “Five years from now, when
fymdang &5 ot stable, state &nd coumty
electad officials ans going o sy, “We
don't meed o put more meney e The
parents will pay " And reftying on fund-
ralslng to cover basscs makes it nearly
imipoesile to do long-range plansiog,
pedids Domenech, beciee sehools cant
oount on @ simdar amount of roney

COTTITE (0 SVary year

FACING THE IMEVITABLE
Mewic people view school Rmdmizmi a8
nocossiry. and- are more of less okay
with it But porme parents  queshon
recent mitheds. Blogmer Laura Welling-
tesn, & Mew Jersey mother of free, found
plenty of lodder in 2030 when her fitth-
grade desghier came home from school
with i letier stating thil She wak Lo egrm
$20 doing household chores, which en
had to be contribuled to the achool 1o
ke up a budget shertfall

“Paying oy children to de - chossl
goes against everything 1 beliove in
Wellington said. “Its stepping on par-
fntn’ by aned teackibreg the fods & lemon
abioit how nox 1o stay on budger ™

Her blog entry louchad & nerve &hd
wits phcked op-ty The ew Toek Times
and The Wl Srevs fowrmal. She eyen i
prared oo several telovision shows Cne
San Francisco perent commeited on the
hlog, | can testify that the drumbeat of
fundratsing s comatens, releptlesa &nd
impessihie i ignore”

Wellingeon was incenzed agan laner
in the year, when her deughler came
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b wiith m info packet whout how 1o
heve her srtwork reproduced ona shict
ar dliphoard for 312 °1 understand they
need the mensy, st 1 feel lile every Hme
& kad does something, it temsinto an op
porunity o Bendmise,” Wellingten said
T gounteract this, some FTAS have
started asking parents to make & specific
one-time donaton at the begimming ol
the schoal year For exempl, Saylors
say= his chidd's elementiry school asked
every. family to contribame 5100, The
concept mat with “limited sucdess ha
pays: “NOL everyone can wite a check
for $100, and the achool's FTA still had e
dia few fundraisers during e year”
Most parents—and kids—prefer. ac
tually doing something instead of st
sellme suff. A car wash, @ mathlon or a
meal in-a school gym whemr stedenis
serve ond clean up ane usually far befter
received than yer mnother candy sile
Muctions are pegalar, bul again, income
in 4 factoe In wealthier districts, parents
iy bid more and Jurve the abiity b do
nate (or fiirly easity procure] deswable
prizes; such as o week at someone’s
secand home. Obviousty, thal i oot &
realistic option in poorer commemities,

THE NEW DEAL
Stanbey Lovenson, suwthor of Blp Thine
Fumratsing for Today s Schaoly (Corwin
Press), takes an opposing view by argu
ing that Typical Hme-consuming. |abor-
Int=rsve fundraisers dont cut it apmole
Fast gsuccesses aside, carwashes and car-
rivisls van no donger cariy the bunden Jbr
fmancially strupped schooks, he savs *IF
publio schools are o cormpecs for neaded
dofars,” explains Lovenson, *Superinton-
dents and others must aggressvaby apply
the fundretéing stribegies used o effpe
vty i unmrersites and privabe schools,”

That means creating distrct-wide
devesopment offices. conducting annial
and capital campaigns and weiting appli-
cations for corporate, fomdation and
BOVEIMIENEN grants Accordiang to Leven-
s0n, development allices con become
profic centers i two years or leas

O course, mmst districts will hove &
hard ome irmplementing this mode. For
stirbera, it requires @ certain amoomt of
overniead. “In Iow-income cormmairising.

THINKING DUTSIDE THE

chonks armimd the country have comea apr sty wrasaanl
ways bo generste cath. This s just a sarmpling from
.‘-.ll'uIr.:i:l'-nlg'_il.'!:-!'-ﬂﬁ.l:qu:-'{!]":'"'in:.lm lugrnl

RAPPEN' TEACHERS & week 6r 36 beforg 2 planid pep raly
pet wij a table with jars, sach with 2 teached's name on the frars
Ak studants 16 buy tickets for 51 ssiece, which thes pue i the jar
al whsamever thay choase. The toachar whe snds upwith e
mat Ackéts lp-syncs a mp song of bz or har chocing a the iy
* SCHOOL SPIRIT CHAIM (Bast for high sehood) Play on the
ramural campetition betwaen Ireshmen. saphanoes juriars and

sefiors and have & contest o see whe has fie mast sehoa] spirit. During a spechic
ek, shuerts buy strps of paper for $1 o contribute ta the papar char far their
elase, whicht is kapt hdden. Then, ar an asserrbly, haver class raps bring sut the
chaire Mimbiers of the dlacs witly the fongoss chair win bragging rig|11$ rw the rpst
o the school ywar The anly costis paper and staples ar taae

ADULT SPELLING BEE What ki doesn't ke 1 see an adult pur o the ipot?
Hold a spolling bee i the schaol auditaram are night and get an administrator fo
agree o give the words, which can easity ba downloaded fram the |rteriet. Each
clrx smlects thras pacents to represant thir, mither individislly or 2= 2 fosr
Dlgtermine an entzancn foo per persondteam and aska bcal Busmess, sueh as o
prepufer restaurant. (0 derate a gift cerifcsee for tho winnes

the question could be, do you form a de-
velopment affice or put- 4 teache inoa
clissmom” says Saykim

In December 2010, the Log Angeles
sthoal board unanmimousky approved &
plass 1o allow the district o seek corpo-
fte sponssechips This coold mesn, for
nstance, armnged gchodl ¥isits t0-pass
out samples of approved foad prodiests
o placing donors” bogos in lunchrooms
But the bosrd alss drew a Hne—iley
will not do buzinesa with componiés
that a2l piochal, fobacco, firearms or
high-¢alarie or high-fat foods

While corporations can bring momey
ko dciicts, shey then peterntially wiald
milluence, which brings up a long-stand.
ma concem about school, commuepdal-
Embion. "When companios get nvshed,
it's nok parely glirmsse” Lavs Fuith Bon-
Inger, Phull, a research associate at the
Matianal Education Polley Center ar the
University ol Colorado at Boulder
"They're trying to:make the ghildren cus-
tomwers for dife ™ In other words, kids jre
bombarded by marketers in their regules
liwes. Schools chould b d neubad 2one,

In Levenzon=s eves, that eoncem &
overstaied. As b gees’it companies al
ready infloenoe kids whe o online,
witch TV end book ot magazines or ill-
boards: By not imolving eorpomtions in

the total fandraising effort, a school or
district |5 misging ol on @ pood possibls
source of external cash.

Aknough escabishing  developmsen|
offices, applying for grants and courting
COTROME  SRONSONS requires Tonolnsss
and tane—poth soarce Al most public
nchools—it Bppears to be the wave of the
Fiture: Even those who gre sestdant ac-
Kndwledge there may be no choice

Los Angeles pohood board membaor
Steve Zimmer 88YE COTpofnie SponLars
are B e cestary el And we st procced
with exmeme-caution, For ixample, n
theory, & lexthook company could make
& sizable donatdn, then have a book
chosen v class use even If /S not
the bost option. “This = a' dangenws
scenano, &nd thats why I'm gp Uncom-
partnbde” says Pimemer, “But this is our
new reaity. Public funding s no longer
funsfing public education ™ @
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