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C O L L A B O R A T I O N S
COMMUNITY

Going Green with Local Communities
BY ALINA TUGEND
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At the corner of Forest and 
Vine, a busy intersection 
in the Avondale section 
of Cincinnati, sat an 
eyesore – three vacant and 
deteriorating buildings.

An overhead view of the PG All Star Park 
community makeover project on which the 
Cincinnati Zoo collaborated.
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The Missouri Botanical 
Garden and the Saint 
Louis Zoo’s “Milkweeds 
For Monarchs” initiative 
involves planting 25 
milkweed gardens in 
schools throughout the city.

Saint Louis Zoo’s “Milkweed for Monarchs”
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Utah’s Hogle Zoo is an ambassador site for Polar Bears 
International. To participate in their Polar Bear Challenge, 
classrooms choose an environmental action to do for 
21 days and then calculate the reduction in their carbon 
footprint over those three weeks. 

Saint Louis Zoo’s “Milkweed for Monarchs”
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“The task 

most people 

completed? 

More than 

1,000 chose 

to not take a 

straw when 

buying a 

drink.”

Zoos and aquariums are aware that 
educating visitors about environmental 
concerns is not enough. They must also reach 
beyond, into the surrounding neighborhoods 
to provide the communities with the 
resources to make a difference.
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Alina Tugend is a writer based in Larchmont, N.Y. 


